Saffron cultivated area production, Price and export
situation in world

Production

o[ran is the world biggest producer of saffron. The cultivating land area of
saffron has been increased from 10000 hectares in 1986 to 50000 hectares
in recant years which indicate an annual average growth of 25% in the past
20 years.

[ he cultivating land area of saffron in France has been decreased from 20
hectaresto 1 hectare in recent years

«Saffron production in Italy has been decreased from 200 kg to 60 kg In
recent years.

«Saffron production in Spain has been decreased from 20MT to SMT in recent
years.

[ he reason why saffron production has been decreased in EU countries
because saffron is very labor intensive crop and more then 80% of practices
should be done by hand, so for EU countries because of labor high wage,
production of saffron is not cost effective.

[n other saffron producer country (INDIA, GREECE, AZERBYEJAN
MOROCCO etc...) ltis different to find any reliable figures.



Exports:

» The major part of Iranian saffron is export. The statistics
iIndicate that it has increased from 1.1 tons in 1971 to 190 tons In
2009.

»Among the saffron importing countries from lran, UAE buys
more than 60 tons (47% of total Iran’'s export)

~lran is the world biggest saffron producer country, but not
biggest exporter, and Spain is the biggest saffron exporter
country in the world, because Spain has very good processing
system and attractive packaging facilities.

» saffron export from Afghanistan lacks official documents. But
mostly Afghan Saffron goes to: IRAN, INDIA, DUBAI, PAKISTAN,
USA and EUROPE market (not under the Afghan saffron name
and product).



Price:

The process of changes in saffron price
expresses the balances in the 20 years
period. It had been USD 344/ ton in 1984
then increased to 2000 USD$/kg in
2006 In producer countries. The research
proves that the real price in the world
market is much higher than the above
statistics. For example, Saffron price Iin
USA was 8,000/kg USD$ in 2006.



Afghanistan Saffron in 2008

“+Area under saffron cultivation in Afghanistan about:250 /Ha
<+ Total No. of Saffron growers about: 1300 farmers

<+ Total Estimated production: 600-800 kg

“*Average yield/Ha: 6-7 kg per hectare

% Maximum yield/Ha: 24kg

“*No of Saffron association: 5

“*No of women Saffron grower association: 2

< Saffron price 1200 to 1400 US$ /kg in Herat
market(June2008)

“*No. of saffron production and marketing private company
3(may be more)

“*No. of saffron quality test Laboratory .one.

++*Creation more then 62500 man/day jobs

“Saffron Growers income $540,000
s*Fodder production for animals 125,000 kg



Saffron Development in Afghanistan 2004-2008
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2004 16 60 200
2005 40 150 350
2006 83 240 450
2007 161 400 1200
2008 250 800 1800




Area under saffron cultivation in Afghanistan during
4years has been increased

From 2004 to 2005: 150%
From 2005 to 2006: 107.5%
From 2006 to 2007: 93.9%
From 2007 to 2008:55.3%

According to above data area
under saffron cultivation in
Afghanistan during four years
has been increased
(average):101.675




Production of saffron during
4years has been increased.:

From 2004 to 2005 : 150%
From 2005 to 2006 : 60%
From 2006 to 2007 : 66.6%
From 2007 to 2008: 75%

According to above data
production of saffron in
Afghanistan during four
years has been Increased
(average):87.9




Price of Saffron in Afghanistan local market during 4

years has been increased.

From 2004 to 2005 : 75%
From 2005 to 2006 : 28.5%
From 2006 to 2007 : 166.6%
From 2007 to 2008 : 50 %

According to above data price of
saﬁ‘ron has been mcreased
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The cc}nmderable increase in saffron
exporting process and its price
changes in past two decades have
been continued.

Saffron price in world market is
between 2000 to USD$ 8000/kg.

Total saffron production in world
estimated about 280 MT and data
shows world market demand for
saffron increasing 20% per year.
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Afghanistan Saffron Market System
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Opportunities:

v" Suitable Climate, Soll
and water

v’ Labor
v Hard working farmers

v More land and less
water

v International
community support

v Private sector interest

v Enough fallow land
(7000 Ha.50MT)




Challenges

Long term Support.
Government instabillity.

Competition with the
major producers in the
world.

Quality corm availability
In short term.

Opium investors in
Afghanistan.

Insurgency.
Quality production.

Capacity for proper
planning and project
Implementation










